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DATE: January 13, 2021 
SUBJECT: 
 Certificate of Appropriateness Request:   H-35-20 
 Applicant:      Aavis Jaye Clark Jr. 
 Location of subject property:   17 Georgia St. SW 
 Staff Report prepared by:   Katherine Godwin, Sr. Planner 
 

 
BACKGROUND:  

• The subject property, 17 Georgia St. SW, is an undesignated structure in the North Union Street 
Historic District. (Exhibit A).  

• Nomination does not include any architectural details for the Aya House (17 Georgia St. SW). It’s 
a two-story wood frame house with a double gable on the front façade, and an offset cross gable 
for the overall roof pattern. A portico extends from the north side of the structure, and the rear 
features an engaged, partially screened porch. 

• Applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness to: 
o Modify a previously approved porch enclosure to include the installation of three double 

hung, wood windows and a steel exterior door; and, 
o Enclose two windows with wood siding to install showers in the first-story and second-

story bathroom. (Exhibit B). 

DISCUSSION: 
 
The applicant proposes to modify a previously approved porch enclosure to include the installation of 
three double hung, wood windows and a steel exterior door; and enclose two windows with wood siding 
to install showers in the first-story and second-story bathroom (Exhibit B). On April 11, 2018, the Historic 
Preservation Commission heard case H-04-18 and approved, among other things, the enclosure of the 
rear, engaged and partially screed porch of the Aya House (17 Georgia St. SW) (Exhibit A). “The enclosure 
would be accomplished by replacing the screen with glass, and would result in two windows on the rear 
façade of the porch and one on the side” (Exhibit A). The applicant also proposed and was approved to 
install a wood door on the rear porch to match the replacement front door which was a wood door with 
nine lights (panes) in a three over three pattern over two wooden panels (Exhibit A). The recorded order 
also states that “the applicant has agreed to modify the proposed rear porch enclosure design to have 
smaller windows in keeping with those on the rest of the house in lieu of larger windows” (Exhibit A). 

Since approval in 2018, the neighboring houses have experienced instances of criminal activity and the 
rear, screen porch has been converted to a laundry room. Therefore, the applicant has proposed some 
revisions to the approved enclosure (Exhibit B). For better safety, the applicant would like to install a solid 
steel, paneled door (measuring 34 ½” X 82”) instead of the wooden door with light panes (Exhibits B, and 
D). For better insulation of the porch, the applicant would like to install three double hung wood windows 
with a six over six pattern to match existing window units (Exhibits B and D). There would be two windows 



2 
 

on the rear façade (measuring a total of 123” X 46”) and one window installed on the side of the porch 
(measuring 84” X 46”) (Exhibits B and D). The remainder of the porch walls would be enclosed using wood 
siding, painted white to match the rest of the house (Exhibits B and D). 

The applicant would also like to remove and enclose two, small window openings on the rear of the house 
(measuring approximately 32 ½” X 38 ½”) in order to install a shower in both the first-floor and second-
floor bathroom (Exhibits B, D, and E). Wood siding, painted white to match the rest of the house would 
be used to enclose the openings (Exhibit D). This request was not part of the H-04-18 case and would 
require Historic Preservation Commission approval. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
Exhibit A: Historic Preservation Commission Case H-04-18 Staff Report and Recorded Order 
Exhibit B: Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Exhibit C: Subject Property Map 
Exhibit D: Renderings 
Exhibit E: Images 
 
 
 

HISTORIC HANDBOOK DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Chapter 5- Section 4: Siding and Exterior Materials 
• There are a variety of materials available for use on the exterior of both existing structures and for 

new construction.  Wood siding is the predominate exterior material within the Historic Districts, 
although some structures have masonry. The most common type of wood siding is clapboard, which 
consists of beveled boards that are thicker on the bottom, and are installed so there is some overlap. 

• To the greatest extent possible, wood siding should be preserved and maintained. 
• In the replacement of wood siding, materials should match the original as closely as possible. “Rough-

sawn” siding should be avoided. 

Chapter 5- Section 5: Fenestrations 
• Windows on most of the historical homes are of the double hung variety. Emphasis is on vertical rather 

than horizontal orientation of windows. The number of lights (panes) in the sash varies with the style 
and period of the house. 

• The typical doors in the Historic Districts are solid-paneled or with one or more light panels. New doors 
should be compatible with the period and style of the structure. 

• Whenever possible, the original windows and doors and their features (sashes, glass, lintels, sills, 
architraves, shutters, door frames, pediments, hoods, steps, and hardware) should be preserved. 

• If total replacement of a window or a door is necessary, one should be used that matches the original 
in dimension, configuration, material, and detail. Replacements should not alter the original door or 
window opening. 

• Alteration in door and window openings, especially on the principal façade, should be avoided 
whenever possible, except as a restorative measure to return an opening to its original size. New 
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openings should be located in areas where they are not visible from the street or in areas where they 
are compatible with the original design. 

• New windows should be consistent or compatible with existing units. The emphasis of the new 
windows should be vertical rather than horizontal. Wood is the most appropriate material, and vinyl 
and aluminum clad windows are inappropriate in most instances.  

• Choose windows that are appropriate for the style of building, maintain vertical emphasis, and avoid 
large single paned units. 

• Use doors that are appropriate for the style of building while avoiding flat-surfaced doors, those with 
small decorative glass panels, and pre-finished window/side lite art glass units. 

Chapter 5- Section 6: Porches 
• The enclosure of original porches, particularly front porches, should be avoided. 
• Enclosing original side and rear porches with solid walls should also be avoided. However, their 

conversion to “sun parlors” may be appropriate in some instances. Windows in these enclosures should 
be smaller multi-paned, and compatible with existing windows. Large expanses of glass are not 
appropriate. 

• Alterations to original porches that have no historic basis are not appropriate. 
• Enclosure of side or rear porches and balconies is discouraged. If enclosure of a side or rear porch is 

required for a new use, design the enclosure so that the historic character and features of the porch 
are preserved. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

1. The Historic Preservation Commission should consider the circumstances of this application for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness relative to the North and South Union Street Historic Districts 
Handbook and Guidelines and act accordingly.  

2. If approved, applicant(s) should be informed of the following:  
 City staff and Commission will make periodic on-site visits to ensure the project is 

completed as approved.  
 Completed project will be photographed to update the historic properties survey.  
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Source: City of Concord
Planning Department

H-35-20

17 Georgia St SW

PIN: 5620-76-7972

These maps and products are designed for general
reference only and data contained herein is subject 
to change. The City Of Concord, it's employees or 
agents make no warranty of merchantability or fitness 
for any purpose, expressed or implied, and assume no 
legal responsibility for the information contained therein. 
Data used is from multiple sources with various scales 
and accuracy. Additional research such as field surveys 
may be necessary to determine actual conditions.
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